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Christmas is much more than the celebration of the historical event of the birth of Jesus in 

Bethlehem. It’s is also the celebration of a central truth about God that he sent his only Son to 

save us from our sin. It’s a celebration of the incredible love of God who “did not spare his own Son 

but handed him over for us all“- (Romans 8:32) 

 

In this special Advent the Word among Us wants first to encourage us to spend some time in 

prayer every day, recalling all the reasons why Jesus came to be with us on Christmas Day. The 

more we remember about Jesus and his mission here on earth, the more we will find ourselves 

eager to do great things for him-even though it may call for a sacrifice of time, energy, or money.  

 

Second, The Word among Us wants to ask us to spend time this Advent reflecting on the Second 

Coming. God wants us to look forward to the time when Jesus will come again and restore all 

things and make everything right.  

 
 

What Would You Do if You Knew the Lord Was 
Coming Tomorrow? 

 
So imagine…In your mind, picture a world where love rules, and injustice is a thing of the 

past. Picture a world free of fighting, bloodshed, or death. Picture a world with no more suffering 

of sickness. This is where we want to be. 

 

In recent years, we have seen the kind of signs that Jesus spoke about, things that might suggest 

that the end of the world is coming soon. We have seen wars, natural disasters, and terrorist 

attacks. Some people take these events as ominous signs that the Second Coming is imminent. But 

since no one except, only our heavenly Father knows exactly when the end will come; spending too 

much times dwelling on “these” signs can distract us from Jesus himself. 

 

While some people do focus on signs of the end of the world, many others point out that every 

generation has its fair share of wars, disasters, and upheavals. One day, one of St. Francis of 

Assisi‘s brothers asked him: “What would you do if you knew the Lord was coming tomorrow?” 

Francis replied: “Nothing different. I’d just keep hoeing my garden.” Francis wouldn’t make any 

eleventh-hour changes to his routine. He was ready for Jesus.  

 

Advent is an opportunity for us to remember that we were made for heaven. Jesus wants us to 

keep our eyes fixed on our heavenly home even as we go about our lives on this earth.  

 

 

We’re the Crown of Gods’ Creation! 
 

Sin is not a very popular topic. The idea that our misdeeds have eternal consequences seems to 

have gone out of fashion. It’s considered more acceptable to gloss over ours sins and failings, and 

focus instead on the inherent goodness in every person. 

 

Of course people are good. Yes, we’re the crown of Gods’ creation. We all have many wonderful 

virtues and gifts. But that’s not the whole story. We all have to potential sin as well-and we all act 
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on this potential more often than we like to admit. What’s worse, we hurt our relationship with 

Jesus when we sin, and we hurt the ones we love. We cause divisions. We hold on the 

resentments. We puff ourselves up with pride. In a sense, we’re our own worst enemies! 

 

All the Old Testament prophets spoke about sin and the need to repent. Jesus himself urged us to 

repent. Throughout the history of the church, popes and saints, bishops and priests have called 

believers to repent and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. None of these people enjoyed 

talking about sin. None of them thought it was fun thing to do. But they die-and they still do-

because they know how much power and grace come to us when we confess ours sins. They 

know how crucial repentance is when it comes to us drawing closer to Jesus and to each other. 

 

Jesus shines in our hearts as well, confronting the darkness of unconfessed sin in us. It’s his light-

the light of his holiness, his perfection, his mercy, and his love-that urges us to expose our sin and 

be set free from its grasp.   

 

In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we ask Jesus to meet our inner darkness head-on and deliver 

us from it. We ask him to reconcile us with our heavenly Father and to cleanse us of our sin and 

guilt. And he does! 

 

When we reconciled, the obstacles hindering our relationship with Jesus are removed. The light of 

Christ shines in us: 

 

We feel better 

We feel cleansed 

We feel free from the burden and guilt of sin 

We feel right with God.  

 
 

A Call to Change! 
 

“I know well the plans I have in mind for you…plans for your welfare, not for woe! Plans to give you 

a future full of hope”- (Jeremiah 29:11)  

 

If you own a nativity scene, go take a look at it. Think about all people whose lives were changed 

as a result of Jesus’ conception and birth. Joseph and Mary were certainly changed. They had no 

idea this new plan would work out. But they were willing to put their trust in God. Zechariah and 

Elizabeth were changed. So, too, was their son John-and he was still in his mother’s womb! The 

Magi, the shepherds, Anna, and Simeon: So many people were touched and changed by the good 

news of Christmas.  

 

Change is one of the major themes of the Advent season. God gives us this time so that we can 

examine our lives and ask:  

 

“How has the birth of Jesus changes my life? 

How can his birth change my life this year?” 
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God has plans for each of us. He wants to empower us to do great things for him. But we will 

see these “great things” happen only to the extent that we listen to him and keep our heart set on 

him. If we let ourselves get distracted, we risk missing what he wants us to do. On the other hand, 

when we have a preference for Jesus in our hearts, we will find ourselves doing his will.  

 

At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples: “Do this in memory of me”. And for the past two 

thousand years, we have been doing just that at each and every Mass. Every time we celebrate the 

Mass, we’re recalling what Jesus did for us on the cross. It can be very moving experience, 

listening to the Scriptures, beholding the Lord in the Eucharist, and praying with all of our brothers 

and sisters.  

 

 

But then comes our day-to-day life, when we remember so many other things. We remember our 

grocery list, the project we are working on at the office, to buy a child’s birthday present or to get 

our car fixed, what was on television last night, what is going to be on sale this weekend, or who is 

coming visit us over the holidays?  

 

Mary and Joseph said “yes” to God because their minds and hearts were filled with memories of 

how God had acted in the past. They remembered: 

 

They remembered his faithfulness to Abraham 

 

They remembered the way he freed his people from slavery in Egypt and brought them into 

the Promised Land 

 

They remembered how God raised David up to be a great but humble king 

 

They remembered how he spoke to his people through the prophets and how he brought 

them back from captivity in Babylon.  

 

All these memories went a long way in helping them trust God and embrace the new plans he has 

for their lives.  

 

 

Take Up His Blessing and Call! 
 
Abraham, Moses, and so many other saints were everyday people living good lives before the Lord 

called them. Their encounter with God and their decision to follow his plans enabled them to do 

great things for him and his people. It wasn’t always easy, but it was always rewarding. 

 

Today Jesus is asking us to take up his plans. The needs are so great in the church and in the 

world. But history tells us that God is prepared to bless everyone who answers his call to serve 

him. How is God calling you to serve him? What changes is he asking of you? 

If you make a point to remember Jesus this season you will find: 
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You will find yourself much more open to God’s call 

Your will find yourself much more willing to step out in faith 

You will find a greater joy and peace as you do.  

 
 

He Humbled Himself 
He Was Perfectly God and Perfectly Human… 

 
He is our salvation! Scripture tells us that “the World became flesh and make his dwelling among 

us”- (John 1:14) 

 

Every Christmas, we celebrate the Son of God coming among us as a helpless baby as one of the 

Christmas Octave antiphons proclaims, “Marvelous exchange! Man’s creator became man…We have 

been make sharers in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in our humanity.”  

 

The incarnation is the greatest act of love in history. Gazing on the child lying in a manger, we can 

see how deeply Jesus desired to join himself with us, how deeply he wanted to embrace us. “He 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in 

appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even on the cross”- (Philippians 

2:7-8) 

 

But think for a moment about the sheer magnitude of what Jesus did. The eternal Son of God, 

perfect in holiness, unlimited in power, entered into his own creation-as one of his own 

creatures! He who formed the stars and galaxies accepted the confines of a mortal limited body.  

 

We know that Jesus didn’t empty himself of his divinity. He was perfectly God and perfectly human. 

He remained the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. But on the day he entered Mary’s womb, he no 

longer considered his equality with God something he should hold on to (Philippians 2:6). He put 

aside the glory that he knew in heaven and became on like us in all things but sin (Hebrews 4:15). 

Jesus humility did not end in the manger. It was the way he lived his entire earthly life. 

 

The one whom angels adored became a poor carpenter, hate and hunted by the people he 

created 

 

He who made the fish to swim and the birds to fly began his own earthly life by crawling on 

all fours  

 

He humbly listened to people telling him who he was and who he was not 

 

He lowered himself to wash the feet of his apostles-even the man who would betray him to 

his death 

 

He allowed himself to be crucified on a cross. 
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His whole life was an act of perfect humility, a life completely dedicated to his Fathers’ will and to 

our redemption. Embrace him, the humble One who gave up everything for us and he did it 

because le loves us! 

 

 
He is Full of Mercy! 

He Gave Up His Only Son 
 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do “-(Luke 23:34) 

 Over and over again, we see how merciful Jesus was: 

 

He refused to condemn a woman caught in adultery (John 5:11) 

 

He brought forgiveness and healing to a man who was paralyzed (Mark 2:1-12) 

 

He assured the “good thief” crucified next to him that he would be with him in Paradise that 

very day (Luke 23:43). 

 

It’s not only Jesus who is rich in mercy. Think about your heavenly Father. He gave up his only Son 

so that all of our sins could be forgiven-once and for all (Hebrews 10:10); 1 Peter 3:18). Of 

course, we have to repent if we want to experience this forgiveness (Acts 2:38; 3:19). But as we 

focus our attention on the manger scene, we need to remember that there is no sin too big for 

Jesus to forgive: 

 

No abortion 

No act of adultery or abuse 

No theft or deception 

 

Everything can be forgiving! 

 

As you look at the child, repeat the prayer of Simeon: “My eyes have seen your salvation; my eyes 

have seen your salvation; my eyes have seen your salvation (Luke 2:30). Yes, Jesus is all –

merciful. He has forgiven all of our sins! Embrace him; he is your salvation. He is God. 

 

 

They Shall Name Him Emmanuel, which Means  
“God is with Us” 

 
They shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us”-(Mathew 1:23) 
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Many of those who have stopped going to mass say the reason is that they don’t “get anything out 

of it”. While this kind of approach may be acceptable in some situations, there are others-like 

attending Mass-where it is simply wrong. For example: 

 

There may be days when we would much rather take the day off tan go to work 

  

There are times when we would rather avoid having to discipline one of our children 

 

There are times when we would like to forget our financial responsibilities and go out and buy that 

new computer or that new dress we have been looking at. 

 

In situations like these, we don’t usually give in to these desires because we know that our 

responsibilities to work and family have to take precedence. Similarly, we are called to honor 

the Lord with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Whether we are getting anything out of it, 

as valuable and wonderful as that may be, is a secondary concern. The call to honor God is about 

faith, not feelings. Jesus is worthy of our honor and our praise because: 

 

He is God 

He is eternal and righteous and holy 

He is perfectly wise and perfectly just 

He is all –merciful and faithful and true 

He is Messiah, Savior, and Lord 

He is love incarnate. 

 
 

Your Life is a Gift from God. What Would You Do with 
it if Your Gift Back to God? 

 
Brothers and sisters, we should all embrace Jesus because of the way he embraced us-with perfect 

humility, with complete forgiveness, and with boundless love. We should embrace him because of 

who he is-the Son of the living God. An old saying tells us” Your life is a gift from God. What would 

you do with it if your gift back to God.” So as you celebrate this joy-filled season of Advent, give 

Jesus the gift he is longing for: Try to embrace him a little more every day.  
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Prayers 
 

 

Jesus, I want to believe in you more fully. Search my heart and where there is any unbelief, fill 

me with belief. Jesus, I accept your invitation. Come closer! By your Spirit and your grace, help me 

to get ready for your coming on Christmas Day. 

 

Father, I have nothing to hide from you. I want to come to you today as a child. Please make 

me like your Son. Father, receive all the little ones slain in our era. Collect the tears of the guilty as 

well, and use them to bring about change. 

 

 

Father, your plans are always for good. Teach me and give me a heart to follow you today 

without fear. Blessed are you, Lord God of Israel, for you have come to set us free.  

 

Jesus, you are my Lord. I consecrate myself to you, I don’t want to stand still; teach me how 

to keep moving forward bringing your good news to everyone I know.  

 

 

 

Jesus, give me the courage to make a good confession this Advent. I don’t want to build my 

spiritual house on the shifting sands of this world’s empty promises. I want to build on you, m true 

rock and my true Lord. 

 

Thank you, Jesus, for having won my redemption! Thank you for pardoning my sins and 

removing the guilt and shame that have weighed so heavily upon me. 
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Heavenly Father, author of family life, help me to bring a holy change in my family this year. 

Lord, touch everyone searching for you. Use me to show others your abundant love and to lead 

them to the grace of a new life in you. 

 

God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts’ (Galatians 4:6). I believe your word, Lord.  Show 

me what it means for me. Lord, I need your comfort. Fill me with your joy and peace. Teach me 

how to open my heart to you.  

 

Lord, help me to keep my eyes fixed on you this Advent. I want to keep walking of the path-

the holy way-that you have set before me.  

 

Jesus, how can you love me so much? Thank you for leaving your heavenly throne to find me 

and carry me back home. Jesus, I love you. 

 

 

Jesus, I come to you. Let it be done to me according to your word. Jesus, I want to be a 

credible witness for you! Give me the right words to say. Help me to live in a way that testifies to 

your light within me. 

 

 

Lord, I lift up my heart to you in awe and worship! Your plans for me are wondrously and 

infinitely greater than anything I could ever imagine. 

 

 

Lord, help me to recognize when you are speaking to me. Thank you for making all things, 

even me, new. 

 

Lord, your love is a consuming fire. Ignite that fire in my heart, so that I can be ready to throw 

open the door and welcome you. 

 

 

 Holy Spirit, thank you for showing me your love, I give you my whole heart, and I believe that 

you can move any mountain in my life.  

 

Holy Mary, Mother of God and our mother as well-please pray for us and lead us closer to your 

son. 
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Lord, I want to hear your call only, change my life to be more like you. Thank you for making 

me your child. 

 

Lord God, you are sovereign; indeed, there is none to compare with you in your greatness and 

mercy! I surrender my life to you. 

 

 

Thank you, Jesus, that through your death I was buried with you and raised to new life with 

you. Through the power of your Spirit, help me to bear fruit necessary to build your kingdom.  

 

Jesus, thank you for seeking me when I was a stranger, help me to see the ones you long to 

draw closer to your heart through me. Jesus, take my life. Let it be yours completely. 

 

 

Jesus, my heart is filled with joy at your coming! Show me new and creative ways to express 

my joy and share it with the people around me. 

 

Father, thank you for the gift of faith, knowing you is the greatest joy of my life. 

 

 

Father, I pray for children throughout the world. Protect them from harm. Give them parents 

and guardians who will manifest your love to them. 

 

Lord, I will keep moving on! You have done so much in my life to show me your love! Help me 

to be confident in your commitment to me. 

 

 

Mary, teach us all the value of brotherhood and sisterhood. Show us that none of us has to 

stand alone. Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, pray for us! 
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Lord, how can I thank you for your goodness to me? What return can I make for your love? 

 

 

 
Share your comment here at “What Kind of Gifts Will this Christmas Give You” Blog 

http://www.unlockthemysteryofyourmigraines.com/blog/ 

 

http://www.unlockthemysteryofyourmigraines.com/blog/

